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CHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This chapter is referred to in section 7401 of this title. 

§ 2101. Congressional declaration of policy 

Cotton is the basic natural fiber of the Nation. 
It is produced by many individual cottongrowers 
throughout the various cotton-producing States 
of the Nation and also outside the United 
States. Cotton moves in the channels of inter-
state and foreign commerce and such cotton 
which does not move in such channels directly 
burdens or affects interstate commerce in cot-
ton and cotton products. The efficient produc-
tion of cotton and the maintenance and expan-
sion of existing markets and the development of 
new or improved markets and uses is vital to the 
welfare of cottongrowers and those concerned 
with marketing, using, and processing cotton as 
well as the general economy of the Nation. The 
great inroads on the market and uses for cotton 
which have been made by manmade fibers have 
been largely the result of extensive research and 
promotion which have not been effectively 
matched by cotton research and promotion. The 
production and marketing of cotton by numer-

ous individual farmers have prevented the devel-
opment and carrying out of adequate and coordi-
nated programs of research and promotion nec-
essary to the maintenance and improvement of 
the competitive position of, and markets for, 
cotton. Without an effective and coordinated 
method for assuring cooperative and collective 
action in providing for, and financing such pro-
grams, individual cotton farmers are unable ade-
quately to provide or obtain the research and 
promotion necessary to maintain and improve 
markets for cotton. 

It has long been found to be in the public in-
terest to have, or endeavor to have, a reasonable 
balance between the supply of and demand for 
cotton grown in this country. To serve this pub-
lic interest the Congress has provided for the 
comprehensive exercise of regulatory authority 
in regulating the handling of such cotton sup-
plemented by price-support programs with the 
objective of adjusting supply to demand in the 
interest of benefiting producers and all others 
concerned with the production and handling of 
cotton as well as the general economy of the 
country. In order for the objective of such pro-
grams to be effectuated to the fullest degree, it 
is necessary that the existing regulation of mar-
keting be supplemented by providing as part of 
the overall governmental program for effectuat-
ing this objective, means of increasing the de-
mand for cotton with the view of eventually re-
ducing or eliminating the need for limiting mar-
ketings and supporting the price of cotton. 

It is therefore declared to be the policy of the 
Congress and the purpose of this chapter that it 
is essential in the public interest through the 
exercise of the powers provided herein, to au-
thorize and enable the establishment of an or-
derly procedure for the development, financing 
through adequate assessments on all cotton 
marketed in the United States and on imports of 
cotton, and carrying out an effective and contin-
uous coordinated program of research and pro-
motion designed to strengthen cotton’s competi-
tive position and to maintain and expand domes-
tic and foreign markets and uses for United 
States cotton. 

(Pub. L. 89–502, § 2, July 13, 1966, 80 Stat. 279; 
Pub. L. 101–624, title XIX, § 1991, Nov. 28, 1990, 104 
Stat. 3909.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1990—Pub. L. 101–624, in first undesignated par., in-
serted ‘‘and also outside the United States’’, struck out 
‘‘in large part’’ before ‘‘in the channels of interstate’’, 
‘‘All cotton produced in the United States is in the cur-
rent of interstate or foreign commerce or directly bur-
dens, obstructs, or affects interstate or foreign com-
merce in cotton and cotton products.’’ before ‘‘The effi-
cient production’’, and ‘‘In the years since World War 
II, United States cotton and the products thereof have 
been confronted with intensive competition, both at 
home and abroad, from foreign-grown cotton and from 
other fibers, primarily manmade fibers.’’ after ‘‘econ-
omy of the Nation.’’, and substituted ‘‘The great in-
roads on the market and uses for’’ for ‘‘The great in-
roads on the market and uses for United States’’ and, 
in third undesignated par., substituted ‘‘marketed’’ for 
‘‘harvested’’ and inserted ‘‘and on imports of cotton’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section 20 of Pub. L. 89–502 provided that: ‘‘This Act 
[enacting this chapter] shall take effect upon enact-
ment [July 13, 1966]’’. 


